MODEBN
The importance of this device in these days of aerial warfare can hardly be exaggerated. Cerium sulphate is used in electric accumulators, in photography and as a catalyst in the contact process of manufacturing sulphuric acid. It also finds use in electric arc lamps, leather industry and, to a small extent, in medicine, in making luminous paints-The other elements in the monazite are still engaging the attention of scientists and it is difficult to presage when a demand may arise as a result of some new discovery.
Ilmenite. One of the first by-products obtained in the course of the concentration of monazite is ilmenite, a double oxide of Iron and Titanium. This black sand so familiar to the residents of some of the stretches of sea beach has far outgrown its mother. From small beginnings of a few hundreds of tons a year between 1922 and 1925 the output of ilmenite has made enormous leaps so that the stupendous figure of over 2,00,000 tons was reached during 1938. Quite unlike the unsteady market of monazite the growth of ilmenite industry has been remarkably rapid and steady. It has been computed that up to 1937 the beaches of Manavalakurichi and Neendakara have supplied over 7,00,000 tons of ilmenite. Ilmenite and other Titanium bearing minerals like Nelsonite have been discovered in many other . parts of the world, like Natal, Egypt, French Cameroons, Belgian Congo, Ceylon, Australia and several districts in the U. S. A,, but until such time economic exploitation in any of these places commences to any degree of importance, the demand for Travancore ilmenite may be expected to remain high. The main use of ilmenite is for the extraction of Titania or l Titanium White ' as it is popularly known. This white pigment has, to a considerable extent, been replacing the older white-lead. The advantage of * Titanium white' over white lead lies in- its non-toxic character, greater covering power and its brighter white tint not affected by jatmbspheri Q